
	 1	

A Bible Study on Angels 
Lesson 3 

The Angel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
What’s the difference between a noun and a proper noun?  In other words, what is the difference 
between the president and the President?  There is a unique reference in the Bible to a special angel, 
the Angel of the Lord.  When is it simply a noun, referring to one of God’s angels?  When is it used as 
a proper noun, referring a special angel?  Let’s look at this phrase in the Bible and let the Bible 
interpret the difference for us. 
 
The angel of the Lord in the New Testament. 
 

 (Luke 1:11-13)  "Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of 
the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with 
fear. 13 But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. . . . 
18 Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is 
well along in years." 19 The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news." 

 
 
Consider the evidence in this text.  What does it tell us about the identity of the angel of the Lord? 
 
 

(Revelation 20:1-3)  "And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the 
Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, 
who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the 
Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations 
anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short 
time." 

 
 
What does the evidence in this text and what you know about the rest of Scripture tell you about the identity of 
the angel of the Lord here? 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 
 
The angel of the Lord in the Old Testament? 
 
Look at the evidence in these parallel accounts.  Is there enough evidence to identify the angel of the 
Lord in these texts? 
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(2 Kings 19:35)  "That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred 
and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next 
morning--there were all the dead bodies!" 
 
(2 Chronicles 32:21)  "And the LORD sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting men 
and the leaders and officers in the camp of the Assyrian king. So he withdrew to his own 
land in disgrace. And when he went into the temple of his god, some of his sons cut him 
down with the sword." 

 
 
 
Look at the evidence in each of these passages and identify the angel of the Lord. 
 
 

(Genesis 16:7-13)  "The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was 
the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where 
have you come from, and where are you going?" "I'm running away from my mistress 
Sarai," she answered. 9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, "Go back to your mistress 
and submit to her." 10 The angel added, "I will so increase your descendants that they 
will be too numerous to count." 11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: "You are now 
with child and you will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard 
of your misery. 12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone 
and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers." 13 
She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: "You are the God who sees me," for 
she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me."" 
 
(Genesis 22:1-12)  "Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 
"Here I am," he replied. 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains I will tell you about." 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled 
his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut 
enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On 
the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his 
servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship 
and then we will come back to you." 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and 
placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of 
them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, 
my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the 
lamb for the burnt offering?" 8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb 
for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 9 When they 
reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the 
wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD 
called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 12 "Do not 
lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."" 
 
(Genesis 31:11,13)  "The angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob.' I answered, 
'Here I am.'" . . . 13 "I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where 
you made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native 
land.'"" 
 
(Exodus 3:2-6)  "There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within 
a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses 
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thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up." 4 
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the 
bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 5 "Do not come any closer," God 
said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 
Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God." 
 
(Exodus 14:19)  "Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's army, 
withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood 
behind them," 
 
(Exodus 23:20-21)  ""See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way 
and to bring you to the place I have prepared. 21 Pay attention to him and listen to what 
he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive your rebellion, since my Name is in 
him." 

 
 
In what form did God send his angel to Israel as they traveled in the wilderness? 
 
 
The Angel of the Lord as the Pre-Incarnate Christ, 
 
 
Comment:  Jesus joined the Trinity when he was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary? 
 
 

(Exodus 3:2,14)  "There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire 
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn 
up. . . . 14 "God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'"" 
 
(John 8:58)  ""I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I 
am!"" 

 
 
Solve the case:  Jesus identifies himself as the “I am” God who appeared to Moses.  What does this 
tell us about the “angel of the Lord” who spoke to Moses? 
 
Someone may say, “So what.  This reference to the angel of the Lord shows it is God and this one 
doesn’t.  But that is such a minor thing and we don’t need to emphasize it or talk about it.  It just 
doesn’t matter.”  What comfort do we have in knowing that Jesus often appeared to God’s people as 
the angel of the Lord? 
 
 
Why is the distinction not made in the New Testament (most references referring to a created angel 
rather than to God or Jesus specifically)?  In other words, how does the Incarnate Christ appear to us 
today?  Use the following passages to help answer the question. 
 
 

(Romans 10:17)  "Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word of Christ." 
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(Colossians 3:16)  "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God." 
 
(Hebrews 1:1-4)  "In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The 
Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the 
angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs." 

 
 
Does this have any bearing on “new revelations” from God? 
 
	


